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„Prevention of sexualized violence in Sports – Impu lses for an open, secure and 

sound sporting environment in Europe” 

 

 

Introduction 

The project “ Prevention of sexualized violence in Sports – Impulses for an open, secure and 

sound sporting environment in Europe” is carried out by the German Sports Youth in the 

German Olympic Sports Confederation (lead partner) and its partners. It is funded by the EU 

programme Preparatory Action in the field of sport, which was launched for the third time in 

2011 and aims to prepare future EU actions. The project is scheduled to run from February 

2012 until March 2013. 

 

The context of the project 

Owing to the fact that sporting environment is a place of intense physical, social and 

emotional interaction between homogenous as well as intergenerational groups of people, 

sportsmen and sportswomen in general and children and youth in particular are vulnerable 

objects to sexualized violence, discrimination and abuse. Sexual harassment is not only 

violation of human rights; it also damages both individual and organizational health.  Since it 

is well recognised that sports activities offer significant potential for personal and social 

benefits, this potential is greatly undermined if sexual harassment takes place. 

Although some organizations within the organized sport sector are striving to develop 

preventive measures on sexual harassment and abuse, sports organizations themselves 

often face new challenges and difficulties in this regard. The lack of a consistent framework 

throughout Europe and of a structured dialogue between stakeholders on all levels of the 

European sports community limits the exchange on best practices. Additionally, different 

methods and definitions make transnational and cross-sector comparison difficult. 

 

Aims of the project 

One aim of the project “ Prevention of sexualized violence in Sports – Impulses for an open, 

secure and sound sporting environment in Europe” is to sensitise and raise awareness about 

the prevention of sexualised violence on all levels of the European sports environment.  

Another aim is to create a methodological framework for collecting data on sexual 

harassment and abuse in sports. International cooperation should be strengthened through 

the initiation of a network among European experts, transnational umbrella organizations in 
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the organized sport sector, other non-governmental organizations and counselling centres.  

The project fosters networking and exchange of experiences in a sustainable manner 

through compiling a catalogue of ‘good-practice’ examples, campaigning for an open 

dialogue regarding the topic and gathering impulses for a European sports policy at a 

European conference. 

 

Steering group of the project 

dsj/DOSB – German Sports Youth/German Olympic Sports Confederation 

ISS – Institute for Social Work and Social Education 

ENGSO Youth – The Youth organisation of the European Non-Governmental Sports 

Organisation   

  

 

  

 

 

Project’s partner organizations 

CPSU/NSPCC – Child Protection in Sports Unit  

ECMP – European Confederation of Modern Pentathlon  

EPC – European Paralympic Committee 

EUROCHILD – Eurochild  

EUSA – European University Sports Association  

EWS – European Women and Sports  

FIBA Europe – European Basketball Federation  

FICEP – Fédération Internationale Catholique Education Physique et sportive  

TAFISA – The Association of International Sport for All 

 

The project will be supported by UNICEF Child Protection (United Nations Children Fund, 

Child Protection Unit), the EOC (European Olympic Committee) and the EPAS (Enlarged 

Partial Agreement in Sports).  

 

A network of qualified European experts on the prevention of sexualised violence in sports 

will act as the professionally qualified pillar of the project. They will steer the criteria upon 

which the content of the meetings, seminars and catalogue of good practices will be based 

on.  Constituting the professionally qualified pillar of the project, the experts will (1) engage in 
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all major stages of project’s implementation and (2) promote the topic of “Prevention of 

sexualised violence in sports” on various levels.  

Members of the network of experts 

Ass. Prof. Stiliani Chroni  (GR), Department of Physical Education and Sport Science, 

University of Thessaly, Karies, Trikala 

Prof. Kari Fasting  (NO), Department of Social and Cultural Studies, Norwegian School of 

Sport Sciences  

Dr. Michael Hartill  (UK), Department of Sport and Physical Activity, Edge Hill University  

Dr. Nadezda Knorre  (CZ), Leading Committee Women and Sport Committee of the Czech 

Olympic Committee 

Assoc. Prof. Montserrat Martin Harcajo  (ES), Department of Physical Activity and Sport 

Sciences Studies, University of Vic  

Maria Papaefstathiou  (CY), University of East Anglia, UK  

Dr. DanieI Rhind  (UK), Brunel Centre for Sport, Health and Wellbeing, Brunel University  

Dr. Bettina Rulofs  (DE), Institute of sociology of sports, German Sport University Cologne 

Assoc. Prof.  

Jan Toftegaard Støckel  (DK), University of Southern Denmark  

Tine Vertommen  (BE), University Forensic Centre Antwerp, University Hospital (UZA)  

Ass. Prof. Joca Zurc  (SI), College of Nursing Jesenice 

 

Milestones and expected outputs of the project: 

- initiating a structured dialogue between the experts, partners, supporting organisation 

and further interested bodies and individuals; 

- gathering information about the similarities and differences that exist in European 

approaches to enhancing the prevention of sexualized violence in sports; 

- creating a catalogue of ‘good-practice’ examples on in order to get a more accurate 

indication of the dimension of the European scope of the problem; 

- organizing a European conference to bring together all relevant stakeholders, to learn 

and to support each other in the promotion of preventive policies in the field of 

sexualised violence in sports; 

- reporting the project’s results to the European Commission and dissemination of the 

project’s findings to the broad community. 

 

For more information on the project please see: 

http://ec.europa.eu/sport/preparatory_actions/docum ents/annexe-i-031.pdf  
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In order to extend the established network on the i ssue of prevention of sexualized 

violence in sports and make it sustainable, the lea d partner of the project and the 

expert group invite other organisations to become p art of the broader network. 

 

To become part of the broader network, an organizat ion is expected: 

- to designate a person, who will act as a contact person for any communication and 

exchanging information on the topic of prevention of sexual harassment and abuse in 

sports between the existing network, its own organization and other interested parties;  

- to spread a call for participation at the international conference on the prevention of 

sexual harassment and abuse in sports within its own organization and to other 

interested parties. 

Becoming a member of the broader network, an organi zation will benefit from: 

- receiving information on prevention of sexualized violence in sports in Europe generated 

within the project;  

- sharing relevant information with the members of the existing network; 

- representing its own organization at the international conference on the prevention of 

sexualized violence in sports.  We will cover participation fees, accommodation and 

travel costs of a maximum of two persons  from each organization that joins the broader 

network.  

 

Please note that we cannot reimburse any further costs for members of the broader network.  
If you are interested in joining the network, please send the annexed letter to  

 

Institute for Social Work and Social Education 

z.H. Irina Volf; Kathrin Linz-Dinchel 

Postfach 50 01 51 

D-60391 Frankfurt a.M 

Germany 

 

We are looking forward to hearing from you! 

 

Kathrin Linz-Dinchel (Kathrin.Linz@iss-ffm.de) 

Dr. Irina Volf (Irina.Volf@iss-ffm.de) 

Coordinators of the expert group at the ISS (Frankfurt a.M., Germany) 


