
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Abstract for an application within the Preparatory Action in the Field of Sport 2012 
 
“Prevention of sexualized violence in Sports - 
Impulses for an open, secure and sound sporting environment in Europe” 
 
Background 
 
Sports and physical activity are extremely important for the European social environment. 
They increase social interaction and offer numerous possibilities for non-formal education 
and inclusion.  
 
Sporting environments are places of intense physical, social and emotional interaction 
between homogenous as well as intergenerational groups of people. Due to this nature, 
sports-women and –men and especially children and youth are vulnerable to sexual 
discrimination, harassment and abuse, which might have heavy impacts on the physical and 
psychological health of its victims.  
 
All types of sports and every level of performance might be subjected to this problem and 
although the organized sport sector is striving to develop preventive measures on sexual 
harassment and abuse, sports organisations often find themselves facing new challenges 
and difficulties in their fight. 
 
Throughout Europe varied levels of experience and involvement exist on the prevention of 
sexual harassment and abuse in sports. However the lack of a consistent European 
framework makes the initiation of addressing the issue more difficult.  
 
A European-wide framework could play a part in contributing to: 
 

 sensitise athletes, trainers and officials in sports structures throughout Europe on the 
topic of sexual harassment and abuse in sports 

 strengthen international cooperation and networking between experts and counselling 
centres as well as relevant social groups and organisations in their efforts to prevent 
sexual harassment and abuse in sports 

 create a sound foundation for the methodical elicitation of relevant data to capture the 
dimension of sexual harassment and abuse in sports 

 compile impulses and recommendations for action on the topic of prevention of sexual 
harassment and abuse in sports for a European sports policy  

 
The German Olympic Sports Confederation (DOSB) and its youth organisation, the German 
Sports Youth aim on creating this European-wide exchange on good practices on the 
prevention of sexual harassment and abuse in sports.  
 

 



 
Summary of the project 
 
The German Sports Youth as part of the German Olympic Sports Confederation will - in 
cooperation with the Institute for Social Work and Social Education - create a network of 
European experts on the topic of the prevention of sexual harassment and abuse in sports. 
These experts will engage in an exchange on good practices and will create a guidance and 
catalogue of recommendations for actions. Their perception shall be made known to 
interested specialists and professionals through a European-wide conference as well as 
through the distribution of the material produced to partner organizations and other interested 
bodies. 
 
The German Sports Youth will create a network of European umbrella organisations in the 
field of sports and child and youth work. 
 
Partners will be asked to name a person in charge of the topic of the prevention of sexual 
harassment and abuse in sports. They will be asked to submit information on the conference 
planned to their structures and member organisations. They should collect applications of 
interested specialists and professionals and forward them for further processing.  
 
Partners will receive a fixed rate of administration expenses for distributing and handling of 
relevant data. 
 
Partners will also receive the outcome of the experts work and the conference. 
 
 
 
 
 
You are welcome to contact Agnes Kainz (ENGSO Youth Policy Officer) for further 

information: 

Agnes Kainz: Tel.: +43 699 1719 3734/ E‐ Mail: kainz@youth-sport.net 

 
 


